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Lawyer Favors Retention of
Investigating General

By SEYMOUR M. HERSCH
Spectad to The Bee Yooz Timss
. WASHINGTON, April 12——A
civilian lawver wio aidad in
the Army's investigation of the
My Lai 4 massccre said toda\'
that the pendir.~ rotirrment of
Lieut. Gen. Willlam R. Peers,
who headed the inquiry, was
+“simply incredible.” He termed
it a move addin~ t3 “the i
pression that th Az..u was ot
really serious about punishing
those responsible.”

Jeroma X, Walch Ix cf Now
York, wi ho <cr\ed a; a
counsel to the hizh-level offi-
cial investigotinz team in 1969
-and 1970, urged President Nixo
to intervene With the Pentagon
to prevent General Peers’s re-
tirenient. Thie Army announced

1s now deputy commander of:

- the Eighth Army in South Ko-

‘rea, would retire i June.
Similar criticism of the re-
tirement was voiced by Rep-
resentative Clement J. 7ablocm
Democrat of Wiscensin, whno

" said in a statement, “I¢ is in-

credible to me that, the leaders
of the Pentagon are prepared to
allow General Peers to retire
from active duty at this pcint
in our history.”

Maj. Gen. Winant Sidle, the

- Army’s chiof spolizsiaan, said.

however, that General Peers's
retirement  was  rowin2 and
added that his “reputation is
still outsianding in the Army
because of My Lai."

“The real issue,” MMr. Za-|
locki said, “is \\R.Ctiu‘:f the ac-
tion of the Army in <ide‘\1m 1
Genceral Deors wiil canze u.lure,‘
officers to shy away from call- |
jng them as they see them.”

Mr. Zoblocki said Gene raH
Peers had been assured by tep!
Army oificials after his report!
was comploted that he would|
be promoted o full {,'_ncmll

~before rethizment.  Anotler|

weeaently eoniitmed
nt, out added tat

source’ sut
the arrangome
rg happonad.”
14 Oflicers Chd.:‘,("i |
Aghed abtore this,
Sidle said. 1 have o(
that rumas ard rmina ; l\u\,
gool position 0 hoar tenars.™
Geporal Pesrs acaomi
stalf ¢, m.ore ‘.Z‘.“ R
and ealistad mon in Dol
1969—-at the hoizat of the out.
cry over the My fab i oiare
—=and bozan his co;n;--it;n:-x\'o;
dingquire, e Walch and snetier
New York Lywver, Rabort Macs
crate, were assignoid as coun-,
sol. !

The groups’ 260-paze report,|
which is still secrot, concludcd
four months later that the tw o‘
generals of the Americal Divi-
sion, parent unit of the infantry
compiny that attacked the
hamlet on March 16, 1968, had!
committed more ihan 40 acts|
of cmission or misconduct in
connection with the initial ficld
inveszigations of the massacre,|
in which more than 100 Viet.|

‘namese civilians were killed.

Fourtzen officars were -
‘charged with aiding the cover-
up, mdudmo Maj. Cen. Samuel
W. Koster, who was the Amer-
ical Division ccmmander ini
March, 1068, and was scrvingi
as supzriniendent of tne United
Stztes Military \cm*my at
West Toint at the iime he was
cited by the Pears chort

Only one of the otficers, Col.
Oren K. andersen, steod court-
martial in the ens:ing mouths,
and hz was acquitted.

Mr. Walsh criticized the

rmy’s failure to vrosccute the
off cers ramed in the Peers
report and the Army's resusul
‘to release the rcport as addi-
ticnal factcrs behind \vhat he
“called the “impressicn” that
th2 militarv.was unable to dis-
cxplmc itself.

In a telephone mtcr\'ncw he
caid Gennral Peers  ‘“‘unhesi-
tantly  applied the highest
standz rds of responsihility and
accountability to brother ofi-
cers who had been his friends
and comrades for many years.
And wirn the facts
showed that they had failed to
meet those standards, he said
s0 in plain language.” i
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